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Nathan knoum as Cheesgquare?

From:

DisplayMoil{ cs.com ', A lesto26 hJAGiles1 920 c8. 0o
i

Subject: FMOMINNT Re: KIRKLANDS

DNaie: Sun, 16 Feh 2009 14:08:57 FST

Hi Gene, My comprter crashed o fow months ago. My
son was ahle to

retricve one of my forge fles but T om s soratehing
around working o

Jilt in (he many blarks. T don'l remember wriling (o o
before but that

could be my memory glitek. If you wrote and Tdid noi
ansteer. I apologise.

There are oy many opintons on old Nathon Kirklomnd os
there are

researchery and as weoried. Cheesguire, 105 NC & his
wife Noea, o0 NCare

fisted on the 1870 Chevokee Co, NC census in fhe Cheooh
1o, 0 Valleytoumnm on

T/ 12/1870, as # 102 lving with Jesse Femtherhead 65 NC
& chilidven. All are

listed as Tndian. #/5 29-32 are some of my Millsaps
refoiivey ¥ 54-00 are

my Willioms, {my ggg gps are here] Millzaps &
Kirklond/Giles relotives.

#agh-u7 Millsaps, Hooper. # 108 & 110 Williams &
Couringers.,

# 60 are Johm Joekson (the Bushnoacker) & Julia Anmn
Giles Kirkland, Julio is

my gg ount, the sister to Jomes Madison Giles, my gg
aqf. Jomes M. Giles son

Thomas £, married Sarahk Caroline Xirkiand, dite of



Jesye, Giles & Kirklionds on

my qf, George W. Giles side. Willioms & Millsaps on my
gm. Mary Willioms

(7iles gide. I hove seen all the Cherokee Applications
pretuing to thiy

Kirklond heritage.

Nowhere & ro one saps Noulhoan 5 ofso kroumn os
Cheesquire. IT was never said

oy stuch Bl Poul Long sowe o droeing thot wos "suppose™
to be Cheesgquire .

The cdrawring woas most fike the copyy we hove that is
"suppose” to he Nathan

excepf it 1y reversed. Poul wrofe ¢ "supposition”
hecause af the likeness,

could they be one amd the same person?? I refuse to
helieve that all my

relabives who Hved itn that areo ot the same Hme of
Cheesguire would not

hove know their oum gg f lived so near them but woos
known by anoither name.

He wias not uomed a chiefin any of the NC history
hooks. The monument was

ploced to Cheesguire mongs gears gffer his deoth oy an
honor to him. It was

ploced by o couple of local Cherokee Co. men. I hod o
caopy of the article

that was unitfen in the Grohom? Co. newespoaper. Oniy
(od knows where it is

noww. I one of these many boxes worndd be my guess.
Please let nre knon frown

pou come in thix tine. D work ot including os mong of
Nathans decendartls os

possible m the Kirkland file. Also imy ines comnected
with them.

I hope this helps. Blessed Be, Jo Ann Giles






The Controversy

Fram: DisplayMail{"es.com”,' 1AGiles 1936 1AGIles 1936& cu.cam
Subject: [MCMINN] Re: KIRKLANDS

Dote; 5un, 16 Feb 2003 14:28.57 E5T

Hi Geme,

There are a5 rmany opinlons on old Mathan Kickland as there are

rasearchers and as varied, Cheesquire, 105 MC & his wife Maca, 100 NC are
llsted on the 1870 Cherokee Co. NC census In the Cheosah Twp, PO valleytown
on

T12 1870, a= # 102 living with Jasse Featherhaad 65 NEC & children. All are
llsted as lndian. #fs 29-32 are same of my Millsaps relatlves # 54-69 are

my Williams, [my geg gps are here) Millsaps & Kirldand/Giles relatives.
iE-97 mMillsaps, Hooper. # 108 & 110 williams & Caringers.

4 69 are John Jackson (the Bushwacker] & Julia Ann Giles Kirkland. Julia is

my EE aunk, the sister to James Madisen Giles, my gz =f, James W. Giles son
Thomas E. marrled s5arah Carellne Kirkland, der of Jesse. Glles & Klrklands on
my gf, George W, Giles side, Williams & Millsaps on my gm, Mary Williams
Giles zside. | hawe seen all the Cherokee Applications pretaing to this

Kirkland heritage,

Mowhere & no one says Nathan is also known as Cheesguira, |t was never said
as such til Paul Long saw a drawing that was "suppase" to be Cheesguire .
The drawing was most like the copy we have that s "suppose” to be Nathan
except it is reversed. Paul wrote a "supposition" because of the likeness,
could they be ane and the same persen?? | refuse bo belleve that all mriy
relatives whao lived in that area at the same time of Cheesguire would not
hawe know their own pg gf lived so near them but was known by anather name.
He was not marmed a chieFin any of the NC history boaks. The monument was
placed to Cheasguire many years after his death as an henor te him, |t was
placed by a couple of lacal Cherokee Co. men. | had a copy of the artlcle

that was written in the Graham? Co. nowspaper, Only Ged knows where it is
nw. In one af these many boxes wwould ke my suess. Please let me know how
| hovpe this helps. Blessed Be, Jo fnn Giles



Nathan Kirkland (Cheesguire)

Henegorradded this on 11 Mar 20049,
then edited the original enbry on Jun 4, 2010

#0041 The Kirklond Family (in part)

The Kirkland fanmily in Monroe Co. Tn. goes back long
before wrikten history. The family braces is rools o the
Jirst records of the Cherokee Indian Nation. Nathan
Kirkland (Cheesquire) (1750 -1851 ) was a Cherokee
Chief, who lived to be 101 years old. Nathan married a
Cherokee maiden Lilly Berry Farw, (1758) and raised 9
children. James Altonia (1781) -nt- Suan Boston, John
Juackson, -m- Sarah Shelton, Joseph Juchson (1785) -m-
Esrer Rymer, Nathen Berry (1789) -m- Melanie
Baucum, Samuel Joseph (1793} -m- Lorenia McKee,
Lateerence William (1794) -m- Nancy Thomas, GGeorge
Washingion (1796) -m-Louise Harmon, Jonas Joel
(1799) -m- Nancy Linn, Nanthan is buried in N.C. butis
belicved that Lillie Berry Fawe is buried in Polk County.

I jugt received my copy of Monree Co, Tenn, Hertiage
Book 1819-1997 (Jan. 4, 2010) This was a reprint of the
"out of print" book that had to be ordered prior to
shipment. This is jus! one eniry, in part, thal was
submitied by one resident of Tellico Plains, Tennessece. |
will add parts of other submissions so everyone can
decide what is actually history and what is folklore. We
may never know for sure!



CHEESESQUIRE

"By Mourshall MeClumg
Contrithuting Writer to the (frafiam Star

Copyright Junuury 206, 1905

Much of the kistory and hevilage of Graham County is
decply rooted amaoing the Cherokee. OUne of the most
inferesting amnd peobably the ofdest Cherokee in
(7raham Couniy was Cheesesquire. Several voriations
in spellmg fis nome are found imehuding CReesesguon,
Cheeseguire, and Chesquah. The spelling on his
grovestone is Cheesesguire. Some locel Cherokee say
the name means 'tredbird.”

Cheesesquire was said to ave been 137 years old in
t880. The actual date of kis death is losi in hisfory.
Cheesequire hved near the Ground Squirrel commaiuaiity
near the poinf where Ground Sguirvel Beanch enfered
the Cheooh River. This site is iwowr under the waters of
Sanleetloh Loke. Sam Shope said that mermbers of the
(hr fomily told him that when their ancestors movedd
ini the Grownd Squirrel community in the earfy 1800's
that Checesesquire was Hving there then and was an "old
gray-headed man, Cheesesquire operaied a blacksmith
shop there.

Cheesesquire wonld repoir cooldng wtensils for people,
cepaiving holes in pols and pans with some fype of
metal that he would melt od poteh the holes with.

Cheesesguire would fake a frip every so offen ond be
gone chou? three days and nighis. When he relurned, he
wondd have o sack of what leoked ke rocks. From this
he would "mell down" the material used for his repaivs
to thoir pots amd pons. There is speculafion as fo what



this metol was, Some think if wos sifver or perhoaps
brazs. No one knoes for sure wwhere Cheescsguire diug
this materiol as he would rever allow anyone (o go
with him. Some think he traveled to the Stickroclk Creek
area,

Cheesesguire is soid to have alivays gone harefoot the
pear arowund. He told of ploying Indian stickball in o
large grassy field where the present doiy eity of
EKnoxville, Tennessee iy locoted. He fold of secing laorge
herdsz of huffalo near where Robhinsoille is now
located.

Do Hooper is saild fo have foken o phologropf of
Cheesesqguire. fhotographs in that fHme perind were
teken and then frangferved (o tiniypes, Mory Mowell of
Robbinzsville did o demeing of Cheesesquire perhoaps
Jrom an old photogeaph thael appears in o oolume of
"lemmessec Ancestors” in a seciion entitled "Mpstery of
the Cherokee Tndian Chiefs" . Also in this ook is a
photograph of Nathan Kivkilond knoum by the Cherokee
05 Ni-di-ni- Gi-gi-li-ni. The men in bath pholographs
appear very stmilar. Both are seated in o chair holding
o cane, and hoth are barefool. They are wrapped ina
blanket, have leg unrappings, and stimilor keod dresses,
Irr additicon, their fecial fealures aore similar.

Are Cheesesquire and Nathan Kirkland the some
person? Moung researchers ond some descendands think
gn. The Cherckee were said to often have several names
ol that I was not areswael for thers (o have o Cherokee
nome aid o "wehite man's" nome.

The couse and date of Cheesesguire s death remoin a
mysitery as does rruch ahowt him, I is said that some of
the Orr fiomily found Rim Iping deod in the woods one



day near where he is buried and that he appeared to
have died from natural causes. A Cherokee version of
his death is that some people came in the night, took
him from his bed and dragged him into the woods. They
attempted to learn the location where he dug the metal
he used and when he would not tell, that they killed him
and left his body in the woods where the Orr's found it."

Cheesesquire’s grave is located a_few miles north of
Robbinsville and is on private property. His gravestone
is inscribed:

"Cheesesquire an Indian 137
yrs. old in 1880 is buried here
near the old trail from Stump

Ford Date of death
unknown.”
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Nathan Kirkland
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Here is another blog I had found....Beverly

Would like to hear from anyone doing research on the KIRKLAND family. My 5th
great grandfather was Nathan "Cheesquire” KIRKLAND. He was at least 1/2
Cherokee. His wife was Lillia Berrie FAW. He was born about 1750. Nathan is
buried in the National Park near Robbinsville, NC and a large monument placed
by US Park Service. His Cherokee name "Cheesquire"” is on the monument.
Would like any information on these Kirklands and related families: Shelton and

Hodge. Thank you.
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Accaording to a Newspaper article "The pamocrat”
sMar. 12,1985 ,written by Paul J7. Long. old
Cheesequire d. aft. 1880 . Buried on Ground
Squirrel 8ranch (low gap on the old Indian trail
from tihe Stump Ford to Fort .wﬂnz:g.:rmeryj, Now
Robbinsville, ~NC. "cheeseguire 75 reported to
frave said he playved ball on the present site
ofthe city of Kknoxville, Th. when 1t was only a
sagegrass freld. He sard he was born in 1743 and
fre was 16 vears old when the last ferd of
buffalo Teft the cheoah Valley. He 75 said to
have followed the herd across the present Hooper
Bald as they headed west. He 75 rememierd
wandering about the countryside in deerskin,
barefooted amd wearmg his pointed hat in all
kinds of weather. " Natharn Kirkland Tisted for
yvear 1825 in Monroe Co., TN. Source: Monroe Co.
Records 1820-1870 vol.2 by Reba Bayless Boyer .

Andy Kirkland, a resident of Tellice Plains and
great-grandson of Nathan Kirkland, submitted the
photograph of Nathan to the cherokee Claims
office. on February 11, 1909, Andy submitted the
following statement: "Andy Kirkland makes cath
i the gue form of Taw that the foregoing
picture 7s a true and perfect copy of his great
grandfather, Nathan Kirkland, who was a cherokee
Indian who 17ved and died 7n the state of North
Carolina and that he has an application No. 8597
in the clatm of the Cherokee Ifndians”. The
arffadavit was swbscribed before G. W. IshelT,
Notary Public, on Janvary 22, 1909, Andy
Kirkland's mark was witnessad by sarah Dunn and
J. T. Vaughn. The photograph shows Nathan
Kirkland, cherokee chief, sitting in a chair,
wrappad Tn an Indian blanket, wearinmg an Indian
headdress, and either barefooted or wearing some
type of sandals. Some type of braid 7s wrapped
around his legs and 75 attached to a walkin
Stick that is resting against his leg. At the



top of the photo 1s stamped "Filed August 31,
1909, court of Claims"”. Below the photograph 7s
the caption "Nathan Kirkland” and the
inscription "Ne-di-ni Ge-Gi-17-n1" There is
another copy of this photograph which was made
from the same negative, and was then enlarged
and printed in reverse. This was done so that 1t
could be compared to an old drawing of another
Cherokee Indian chief known as "0ld
Cheesequire”. He became largely known in his
time because of his advanced age. The drawing
was made from an old tintype made by Lorenzo Dow
Hooper about 1878, and 1t appeared in a
publication of the Graham County, North carolina
Centennial in 1972. The drawing and the
photograph are identical. 0ld cheesequire and
Nathan Kirkland are one 1n the same person.



The controversy still exists

The controversy still exists if Lilly was in exislanca - was a wile to Mathan Kirkland - mothar to
gsome of his children. On the research | have done and seen | have never found any mention of
Lilly in any records. | have never seen the tombstone being stated as herz. The Indian Records
of Rolis-Documentation-Census-Payment for Treaties that were paid has no listings at all for
Lilly or Faw at that time period. The pictures that are pasted are not of Lilly as there could only
be a sketch of someona wha has been described as of Lillie - which should be stated as sa itis
not misleading to new genealogists. & piciure that could ba of Lillie would have ta been in ar
around 1858 and up. Tinlypes were invenlad al this lme and were nod popular until the mid
1880's. The picture of controvarsy ovar Cheesguire or Nathan Kirkland was aken aboul 1878
by Dr. Hooper of his patients and surrounding neighbors. There are also cther pictures that
were taken around this time that the Hooper family found in an attic. First of all if Lillie died [ as
repartad) in 15851 there is no posssibility that any photo of her was ever taken. The pictures that
are shown of Lillie is not a correct statement, These are my findings. 1. The first picture that
surfaced was in 1357 as far as | know, The writing on the picture that states is wife of Nathan &
#ERH7T in 1808 are nat on any docunenis or presented during the claims fled in 1906 to 1903, |
have all the claims; read; searchad tham there is no meantion of a wife or Lilly . 2. The dress she
Iz wearing iz of Crow Indian not Cherokae. 3. The painting of Panni Cross did in the 1800's is of
the same exact Indian woman you can buy on ebay. 4. Spint Scents on intermet has a card yvou
can sand today that is very similar; not exactly alike. 5. The picture that is supposad to be Lillie
where there is a Frontersman-Wagon-Indians -and in the middle her iz also not of Lilllie. & The
picture is also on the Georgia Indian's Site. 7. You can purchase this painting from the
Tennessee State Library. Ben Hampton did the painting and calls it The Cherokee Ghigau, The
Eeloved Woman of the Chata, Cherokasa Princess Nancy Ward, The above information with the
pictures to compane for your own determination is on & public tree | have just started. My
orginal tree is private until cleaning up some ermars and duplications done during upload. Sincea
I have had guite abit of this information | decided 1o put somea on a public tree for anyoneg o see
and make their own decisions. Mathan and Cheesquire are NOT in my apinion the same
persan. Everyone has the aption of seeing information on bath and compare together.--<Fael
free to contact me if you have any other information on Lillie Berry Faw that iz in existance; | will
gladly change my mind if | am wrong on the above information--This public ree is a working
project with only the controversal sides of this family to be explored and hapefully we can all
wark togethar an these far tha benefit of avaryona.



